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Th e Balkan Botanical Congress is an international meeting that has been held nearly every three years, since 1997. It brings 
together botanists from around the world who perform research on plants in the widest sense, as well as scientists who are 
engaged in the plant sciences and their applications. We were honored to host such an extraordinary scientifi c event this year 
in Serbia. 
Th e 7th Balkan Botanical Congress – 7BBC 2018 took place in Novi Sad from September 10th to 14th 2018. Th e Congress was 
organized by the University of Novi Sad, Faculty of Sciences, Department of Biology and Ecology and the “Andreas Wolny” 
Botanical Society, along with the great help of 7 co-organizers and more than 30 supporters and sponsors. It truly was not pos-
sible to happen without exceptional help of our co-organizer - the Institute for Nature Conservation of Vojvodina Province who 
made this congress not only possible, but totally awesome.
7BBC 2018 placed a special emphasis on plants of the Balkan Peninsula and covered various research fi elds. Th e Congress 
was organized into ten sessions: Plant Anatomy and Physiology, Plant Taxonomy and Systematics, Plant Molecular Biology 
and Genetics, Floristics, Vegetation and Phytogeography, Conservation Botany and Plant Invasions, Phytochemistry and Plant 
Resources, Agronomy and Forestry, Botanical Collections and History, Ethnobotany and Cryptogam Biology. Th ese topics 
were elaborated through fi ve plenary lectures given by eminent scientists, as well as in the form of introductory lectures, oral 
and poster presentations. With an overall number of 387 abstracts presented on the very latest of botanical science, we shared 
knowledge, expertise and novel ideas. We welcomed nearly 400 scientists to Novi Sad, and we believe that we succeeded in our 
joint endeavor to make new networks and new connections among botanists. We hope that we contributed to advancements in 
the wide and beautiful fi eld of botany, ranging from fundamental botanical research to applied botany. 
It is our great pleasure to publish this Abstract Book in Botanica Serbica, in the same year that this international journal, a 
renamed continuation of the Bulletin of the Institute of Botany and Botanical Garden Belgrade, celebrates its 90 year jubilee. 
On behalf of the Scientifi c and Organizing committee of 7BBC 2018 we would like to express our gratitude to all contributors, 
colleagues and sponsors for taking part in the 7th Balkan Botanical Congress, as well as for their eff orts and contributions to 
it’s successful realization.
Goran Anačkov and Lana Zorić,
     Co-presidents of the Scientifi c Committee of the 7 BBC
and guest editors of Botanica Serbica 42 (supplement 1).
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DIATOMS ON THE CARAPACE OF EUROPEAN 
POND TURTLE (EMYS ORBICULARIS L.) IN 
VOJVODINA
Danijela Vidaković1, Jelica Dimitrijević2, Imre Krizmanić3 & 
Jelena Krizmanić2*
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Epibiotic diatoms inhabiting the carapace of European pond 
turtle (Emys orbicularis Linnaeus, 1758) are examined be-
tween May and July 2017 from three locations in Vojvodina 
(Serbia): Special nature reserve „Deliblatska Peščara“, Natu-
ral monument „Ivankovačka ada“ and Special nature reserve 
„Gornje podunavlje“. Our objective was to compare the di-
atom fl ora on a single turtle species across part of its range. 
Diatoms were removed by brushing from the carapaces, pre-
served in 4% formalin and identifi ed under Carl Zeiss Ax-
ioImager.M1 microscope aft er preparing permanent slides 
with Naphrax medium. Th e diverse diatom assemblages were 
recorded. A total of 116 diatom taxa from 32 genera were 
found on the carapace of European pond turtle. Th e highest 
diversity in epibiotic diatom community was recorded at SNP 
„Deliblatska Peščara“ and NM „Ivankovačka ada“ (85 and 81 
taxa, respectively). Only 6 diatom taxa (Nitzschia denticula, 
N. fonticola, Fragilaria ulna, Cymbella parva, C. perparva and 
Cyclotella sp.) were found on all three localities. Of these spe-
cies, Cymbella perparva i Nitzschia denticula were occurred 
on the greatest number of turtles. In contrast, 67 diatom 
taxa occurred only on a single locality. Diatom richness and 
abundance were variable both among and within localities. 
Th e most numerous were erect (Cymbella spp., Gomphonema 
spp.) and motile (Nitzschia spp., Navicula spp.) forms.
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